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SUBJECT: Central Alr Documents Cffice (Capo) 


i. In accordance with your request an informal investigstio: 
has been made of the operation of the Central Air Document Office (CDC), 
CIA personnel participating and Department of Defense personual, fre: 
whem the information was received are: pa 


, Ulrectarate of Hegsarc!. 


2 Colonel Macomber ot a maeting with CIA representative: ou 
28 March 1950 outlined briefly the history of CADO end the texrative 
recommendations for {ts future operations. 


3. The Central Air Documents Office has been operating since L 4c 
in aecordance with A.F. Regulatian Mo. 20-10 (sopy enclosed), it ka 
bean jointly ateffed with military personnel by the Mavy and dir For 3 
and ie located at Wright-Pettersa: Air Force Base, Dayton, Obie. The 
Research and Development Ecard bas been charged with major polfic,; ga i- 
ance for the operation of CADO. 


kh, Recently the {rny became a participating member of CAIC end i 
committee was appointed composed cf representatives from the army, Jovy, 
ang Air Force, te investigate CADC and to make pertinent reconmendate ou 
for ite future operations. 


5» As presently envisaged, these recomendations provide that t ic 
office shall be celled the Central Armed Forces Docwnent Center en4 rf sii 
be composed of two mair. functional groups. The firgt group will be 
located at Wright-Patterson 4.F.B. and will have the following zeneré . 
responsibilities: 


& Acquisiticn and sercening of documats. 

b. Checking for duplication. 

¢. Security check on recipients. 

a. Delivery of materials to Library of Congress group. 
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e. Processing of materials received from Library of Jonze c 


group. 
f. Cataloging. 
&- Distribution of materials. 


The second group will be located at the Library of Congress and will 
have responsibilities as follows: 


a, Cataloging of materials received from the Wright Field 


group. 

b. Determining the system of indexing. 

ce,» Abstracting, 

a. Recormentation of format for secamdary publicaticn:. 

e. Prepering bibliographies and surveys of military reseur -b 
progtems wpon request. 

f. Preparing final copy for return to Wright Field group. 


-6, Colonel Macomber steted that while the above recanmmesdatior : 
were not in final form, the final recowmendations to the Snecial Co - 
nittee on Technicel Ynforestion, Research and Development Seatd, wor / 
be gubstantially the sane, He also stated that it would be récommer ied 
that the new Document Center have no intelligence functions ard that {5 
should handle only domestically produced information or intelligenc 
information which the intelligence egenctes determined would te adi seb]: 
to release to the Document Center. 


7. Myr. Ball, the Chairman of the Special Committee on Technice - 
Information, stated that he thought that his committee would recom 1 
to the Chaigman of the Research end Development Board that the show 
recommendations be ascepted. He also stated that CIA had desi gaatet 
@ member on his committee some time ago, but that thie mesber bhai ws: 
been an active pertictpant in the meetings. 


& As & regult of the information obtained from Colenel Maceat or 
and Mr. Bell, and the fact the translation section of CAD war Jisar i- 
tinued in September 1949, it is felt that the proposed operation of She 
Central Armed Forces Document Center does aot conflict with the wor: of 
CIA's Foreign Document Division. 


9, However, since the Special Committee on Technical Informet! on, 
RRDB, will make the final recommendation to the Chairman, Research + 11 
Development Board on the proposed operation of the Central Arhed Fa tes 
Decument Center, it maintain active netibers’ > 
on this ccamitted. as informed me that DST will 
designate a new member Tor active p Cipation.) Such membersahir ~ 111 
be a positive means of keeping abreast of the latest developments r - 
garding the operation of the Document Center, cs vell as elictrine Zi 
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participation in the formulation of its operating policy. 


Enclosures: 
AF. Reg. No. 20-10 - Organization - Central Air Documents Office 
28 August 1949 
25x Office Memo: Chiez, GUAPS fram 4b/o0, Subject, "CABO," 16 Merch 105 
Memo: frag Subject, "Conferences om CALL,” 


30 ch 
Office Memo: Chier, COAPS from AD/OO, Subject, "CABO," & Apri} 1989 
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Chief, Coordination, Operations and Paligy Stafr April 150 
Aasiatant Director for Operations | 
Central Air Documents Offiee (cade) 
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eet dash tte rm = COAPE keep in touch With the CAD p-o4¢.. 

that CADO ha i - that ROB has roved the wo: Ei 
we no intelligense function and omen a tice. 

Preduced informtien, only handin dome: bier. 


GEORGE G. CAREY 


Encl: Copy of memo 30 War 50 from A. Chief, FDD to AD/00, sane sub}:ct 
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Chief, Coordination, Operations and Policy Staff 
Assistant Director for Operations 
Central Air Deeuments Office (CaDO) 


2. attached mesorandum frem Acting Chief, Foreign Doeunents 2 tviscon 
provides additional information on the status and proposed rmorganisaténn: <f 
the Oentral Air Decunents office. 


2. In view of the interest of the office of Scientific Intel igasx: ia 
the exploitation cf foreign sciluatific and technical Literature, i: ia _-.,- 
gested that any CIA acticn on this subject be coordinated with tha Asai. ...t 
Director for Scientific Iatelligence, whe has also received & copy 9. ii. : 
memorandun, 


3+ We believe that the functions perfermed by the Central Air Deci cuits 
Office with reference tc the private companies which operate. on ¢0. ira. io 
the armed services are cutside the legitimate responsibilities of lag iv.ti ugh 
thia ageney has a definite interest in any translation or explcita. on is 
foreign seientifie and technical literature, We feel that with prover i: idina- 
tion, the work of the Central Air Documents Office could sepplemcat, reiscs 
than duplicate, the intelligence activities of the Foraign Decumex 3 Di: i2i wi 
in this field. 


4. CGoneur in the recommendation of the Acting Chief, Feroiga woes =: 
Division that discugsiong ve undertaken with representatives sf tic Kesse.cca 
and Development Board, after coerdination with OB], im order to fund ow: <5 
results of the recent investigation and to determine what furtuer i ctic. 
should be taken by Cla. 


GBORDE G. CARBY 
Encl: i 
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